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The Cannon in the Garage

Investigation-of the Pa-
cific Heights arsenal
found Friday may be in
the inter-state bracket, it
was learned today.

The federal agent who led
the raid is Carl E. Stone, spe- "
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% Reported dlSCOVGly of the
aal"rtlllery piece in "the
friend’s garage heightened

‘speculation as to what was.

behind Thoresen’s massive
accumulation of weapomns,
which included thousands of

rounds of ammunition, side
~arms, rifles and shotguns

and even flame throwers.

cial investigator for the Alco= x t‘oole declated nelthex he

hol and Tobacco Tax Unit,
which has juridiction in fed-
eral gun law violations.

The raid took place at 2801
Broadway, the home of Wil-
liam Thoresen III and his
wife, Louise.

3¢ TONS

Thirty tons of weapons and
ammunition were seized and
Mrs. Thoresen was arrested. -
on a state charge of possess-
ing illegal weapons. -

Her husband is in New.
York, their attorney said, .

The guns included, acerod-|
ing to initial reports, four |
operable machine guns,

Today informed sources
~changed this to 30 subma-

-chine guns and 50 large ma-
-chine guns, all in workmg
condition.

ARTILLERY
. They also. declared that

‘after the initial raid, Federal |

agents and U.S. Attorney Ce-
cil Poole discovered the arse-|
nal’s. “piece de resistance”
in the garage of a Thoreésen;
{riend five blocks away. '
. it was described as a piece
‘of field artillery “as big as a
French 75 and with twice the’
fire power.”

Thoresen has been arvest-|-

»d a number of times on
sharges involving weapons
and dynamite, Federal gun
“harges are pending now in
Vew " York against h1m and
1is wife.

TUCSON BLASTS

Thoresen is the son of Wil-
izm Thoresen II of Chicago,
\, -usident of the Great West-

a1 steel Co.

V\e iliam III has been in-
alved: not only in Np
an charges but in-setting oft
,rnamlte explosions near a
sdiastation in Tucson. Ariz.

.. over the couniry,

not federal agents had yet
‘found the answer.

Thoresen’s lawyer, J. W
Ehrlich, tol The Examiner
Liis client is simply a man ob-

sessed with a desire to col- "

lect guns in huge amopn's,

CONSPIRACY "
Khrlich declared
that Thoresen has never been
identified as a member of
any extreme rightist group
nor with any para-military
organization. He attributed
- the raid to a. ‘“‘conspiracy”’
| against his client.
““Those guns cam efr om all
? hrlich
said.
watching . the. shipments® or
somebody wmtullv fingered
Thoresen. e B

SHR.UGGED OFF
“My conspiracy theory is
borne out by these facts: The
man who led the raid was
_Stone, a tax agent from Seat-
tle. U. S. Attorney Poole and
one of his assistants, Jerrold

Ladar, were there. They!

must havesgad orders from
some other place.”

The conspiracy charge was
shrugged off in offlmal cjv-
cles.

The federal gun law, not
yet inveked in this case,
‘makes it a crime for a per-
son to send or receive such
weapons if he has been con-
victed of a crime for which
the punichment is more than
a year. Thoresen has been,
Poole said.

He suid the federal law can
be invoked in the case here,
of course, but that neither his
ofiice nor the ATU is ready
to act.

{urtber !

“Hither soz’_nebody was
‘sence, Mrs. T

makes it a lederal offense to
po‘;sess unlicensed weapons,
which i h c1ud e submachine
guns and largey, & ato watic
weapons Penalty upon con-
ion is five vear in prison,
4 fine, o1 e ;fh

The weaponry was c:nted
away Friday in Army trucks
,and stored for safe keeping
in a couple of unused bunk-
ers at the Presidio.

Poole said Army ordnance
officers and the city Flre
Marshal’s office were
“shocked” that anyone would |,
keep so much explosive am-
munition in a home,

During her husband’s ab-
oresen has
heen lividg thete alone with
her o—yéa{: old-sén, Mike, who
wears a pair of holstered toy
six-shooters.

Poole said it took ATU offi-
cers and his office until 10,30
p.m. Friday to Inventory the
arsenal -— the list is 37 pages
lIong.

" N.Y. WARRANT

He would nof predict when
or if local federal charges
iwould be bromght. Mrs.
Thoresen, he gaid, will be
taken before the U.§. Com-
missioner as-soon as a New
York warrant arrives. Action
against her husband must
wait until he is found

A possﬂ)le mVolvement of
the h the seized arse-
nal arose when the raiders
discovered, in addltlon,
“carton’ full of “eyfréndy,”
and a federal offj.cial re-
marKked cryptlcal}y

“] wonder if we've torpe- |

-vocative questions, such as:

He woﬂldn"t elaborate. v

The bizarre case has
touched off a series of pro-

.® Where did Thoresen git
the huge assortment of weap:
ons, from whom and how
were they shlpped‘?

e What started the federal
inguiry?

e If a field artillery picce
as big as a French 75 actu-
alty was found, how was it
shipped and transportedsio a
neighbarhood garage?

‘® Is there something deep-
er .to the case than a rich
young man’s fetish about

guns? j
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